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What is claimed is: 

1. An arrangement for controlling communication between 
a client application executing on a client unit and an 

5 impermanently connected server in a network, comprising: 

at least one client proxy, operable when the client 
unit is not connected for communication with the server, 
for receiving information from a client application that 
requires a response from the server for the application 

10 to continue operation, for storing said information, for 

generating a substitute server response and sending the 
substitute response to the client application to allow 
the client application to continue operation; and means 
for relaying the information to the server when a 

15 communications link therebetween is established. 

2. An arrangement for impermanent connectivity between 
a client unit and a server in a network, the arrangement 
comprising: 

20 at the client unit, a client proxy for receiving 

information, for storing said information, and for 
relaying said information between the client unit and the 
server when a connectivity link therebetween is 
established. 

25 

3. The arrangement of claim 1, further comprising 
server proxy means coupled to the server for cooperating 
with the client proxy to relay said information between 
the client unit and the server when connectivity 

3 0 therebetween is established. 
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4. The arrangement of claim 3 further comprising 
messaging means coupled between the client unit and the 
server for relaying said information as messages across 
the connectivity link. 

5. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein a client proxy is 
arranged to relay SMTP information between the client 
unit and the server. 

6. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein a client proxy is 
arranged to relay POP3 information between the client 
unit and the server. 

7. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein a client proxy is 
arranged to relay HTTP information between the client 
unit and the server. 

8. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein a client proxy is 
arranged to relay FTP information between the client unit 
and the server. 

9. The arrangement of claim 8 wherein the client proxy 
comprises: 

means for, in response to receiving an FTP file 
x GET ' command, writing a local file at the client unit 
having a substantially unique signature; and 

means for, when the connectivity link is 
established, obtaining the requested file from the 
server, for finding the file at the client unit having 
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the substantially unique signature, and for over-writing 
the found file with the obtained file. 

10. The arrangement of claim 1 further comprising means 
for notifying a user of the client unit of an outcome of 
the relay of information between the client unit and the 
server . 

11. The arrangement of claim 1 wherein the client unit 
comprises a portable computing device. 

12 . A method for impermanent connectivity between a 
client unit and a server in a network, the method 
comprising: 

at the client unit, providing a client proxy means 
receiving information, storing said information, and 
relaying said information between the client unit and the 
server when a connectivity link therebetween is 
established. 

13 . The method of claim 12 further comprising providing 
server proxy means coupled to the server and cooperating 
with the client proxy means to relay- said information 
between the client unit and the server when connectivity 
therebetween is established. 

14. The method of claim 12 further comprising providing 
messaging means coupled between the client unit and the 
server relaying said information as messages across the 
connectivity link. 
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15. The method of claim 11 wherein the client proxy 
means relays SMTP information between the client unit and 
the server. 

5 16. The method of claim 11 wherein the client proxy 

means relays P0P3 information between the client unit and 
the server. 

17. The method of claim 11 wherein the client proxy 

10 means relays HTTP information between the client unit and 

the server. 

18. The method of claim 11 wherein the client proxy 
means relays FTP information between the client unit and 

15 the server. 

19. The method of claim 18 wherein the step of 
receiving, storing and relaying information comprises: 

in response to receiving an FTP file 'GET' command, 
20 writing a local file at the client unit having a 

substantially unique signature; and 

when the connectivity link is established, obtaining 
the requested file from the server, finding the file at 
the client unit having the substantially unique 
25 signature, and over-writing the found file with the 

obtained file. 

20. The method of claim 11 further comprising notifying 
a user of the client unit of an outcome of the relay of 

3 0 information between the client unit and the server. 
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21. The method of claim 11 wherein the client unit 
comprises a portable computing device. 

22. A computer program element comprising computer 
program means for performing substantially the method 
claim 12 . 



